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To  the  Chairmaw5and  Members  of  the  Horbury  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  ray  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  your  District,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1895. 

My  information  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  District  has  beeii  obtained  by  frequent 
inspections,  special  inspections  being  made  sometimes  along  with  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  where- 
ever  infectious  disease  was  notified.  1 have  also  supplied  you  with  a Quarterly  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  District. 

BIRTHS. — The  number  registered  during  the  year  was  206,  against  176  in  the  two  previous 
years,  and  173  in  1892.  Of  these  109 

In  the  1st  Quarter  there  were 
,,  2nd  ,,  ,, 

,,  3rd  „ ,, 

„ 4th  „ „ 


The  Birth-rate  was  equal  to  34-02  per  1,000  persons  living,  as  compared  with  29-4  last  year; 
29-7  in  1893  ; 29  6 in  1892  ; 29’3  in  1891. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. — Out  of  the  total  number  of  Births,  6,  or  1 in  34,  were  illegiti- 
mate ; last  year  there  were  7,  or  1 in  25. 

DEATHS. — During  the  year  there  have  been  134  deaths  registered  from  all  causes,  of  which 
67  were  males  and  67  females,  as  compared  with  101  last  veai-,  100  in  1893,  in  1892  66,  in  1891  103. 


1st  Quarter 

15  males  . 

. . 16  females. 

2nd  „ 

41  „ • 

..  15  „ 

3rd  „ 

20  „ . 

..  11  „ 

4th  „ 

21  „ .. 

.25  „ 

Total 

67  „ .. 

• 67  „ 

POPULATION. — My  estimate  of  the  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  6054,  by  biiths 
plus  deaths  only,  which  is  an  increase  of  72  for  the  year.  In  1894  the  increase  was  75,  in  1893  76,  in 
1892  it  was  76,' so  that  the  increase  varies  very  little.  From  these  figures  we  get  a death-rate  of  22*1 3 
per  1,000  inhabitants.  The  following  table  shews  the  death-rate  for  the  five  previous  years  : — 


1894  ... 

. . • • • • 

16-8 

1893  ... 

16-9 

1892  ... 

...  ... 

11-3 

1891  ... 

17-9 

1890  ... 

• •• 

15-5 

i were  boys  and  97  girls. 


Total  ... 


24  males 

27 

27 

* ,, 

31 


21  females 
30 

24  „ 

22 


109 


97 


2 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  I am  sorry  to  say,  still  continues  high,  like  the  two  previous 
years,  no  less  than  nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  deaths  having  occurred  under  five  years  of  age,  the 
number  being  59.  Of  these  33  were  under  12  months  old.  The  proportion  of  these  deaths  has  been  at  the 
rate  of  9’7  per  1,000  persons  living,  or  44'02  per  cent,  of  the  whole  deaths.  The  proportion  of  deaths  in 
infants  under  12  months  old  has  been  at  the  rate  of  160T  per  1,000  births. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  5 years  old,  for  the  5 
previous  years : — 

1894  36 

1893  34 

1892  25 

1891  38 

1890  27 


The  next  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  month  at  different  ages  : — 


Deaths 

in 

Under 

1 

Above 

1 

Under 

Above 

5 

Under 

Above 

15 

Under 

Above 

25 

Under 

Above 

Above 

Above 

1895. 

Year 

5 

15 

25 

65 

65 

70 

80 

Januarv  

2 

...  1 

...  0 

...  2 

...  5 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 

February  

....  1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  3 

2 

...  1 

...  1 

March  

....  3 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  5 

...  1 

2 

April  

....  3 

...  2 

2 

..  0 

o 

...  4 

2 

...  1 

May  

....  2 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

2 

2 

..  0 

...  0 

June  

....  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  2 

...  1 

...  0 

duly 

2 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  2 

2 

...  0 

August 

2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  2 

...  4 

...  2 

...  1 

September  

....  5 

...  6 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  3 

...  0 

October  

....  8 

...  5 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

...  3 

2 

...  1 

November  

2 

...  5 

...  1 

...  1 

...  4 

2 

...  1 

...  1 

December  

...  2 

...  3 

...  0 

...  1 

...  4 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total.... 

33 

26 

5 

8 

31 

31 

15 

8 

The  next  table  shews  the  causes  of  these  deaths,  and  compares  them  with  the  5 previous 

years : — 


Deaths  in 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

From 

Small  Pox  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

6 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Scarlatina  

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Membranous  Croup  

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

3 

1 

0 

4 

1 

Tvphus  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

4 

3 

0 

5 

0 

12 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pycemia  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Phthisis  

6 

13 

3 

7 

9 

9 

Ague  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  1 

Pneumonia  > 

22 

15 

16 

24 

23 

29 

Pleurisy  j 

Influenza 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Heart  Disease 

6 

4 

6 

9 

14 

10 

Injuries  

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Diseases  not  named  

44 

47 

36 

49 

41 

58 

Total  

90 

103 

66 

100 

101 

134 

INQUESTS. — 5 Inquests  have  been  held  during  the  year,  as  compai’ed  with  4 in  the  previous 

year. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — During  the  year  100  cases  have  been 
notified  to  me,  and  are  classed  under  the  following  heads  : — 


Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  7 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  80 

Membranous  Croup  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  5 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  ...  100 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — The  deaths  from  this  class  are  (including  Diarrhoea)  22,  which 
include  5 from  Scarlatina,  2 from  Diphtheria,  2 from  Membranous  Croup,  1 from  Whooping  Cough,  and 
12  from  Diarrhoea,  all  but  2 of  the  latter  being  in  infants. 

SCARLATINA — 80  Cases  have  been  notified  compared  with  16  cases  last  year  and  47  in 
1893.  There  were  in 


March 

1 

April 

1 

July 

1 

September... 

5 

October 

15 

November... 

41 

December  ... 

16 

Total  ...  ...  80 


With  very  few  exceptions  all  these  cases  were  in  Children  attending  or  associated  with  the 
various  schools.  I have  little  doubt  but  many  parents  allow  their  children  to  go  out  too  soon  after 
having  this  disease,  and  so  mix  with  other  children,  and  so  be  one  means  of  spreading  it.  It  assumed 
quite  an  epidemic  character  in  October,  November,  and  December. 

DIPHTHERIA. — There  have  been  5 cases  notified — 3 in  March,  1 in  April,  and  1 in  Novem- 
ber. I made  you  a special  report  on  the  cases  occuring  in  March  and  April,  and  sent  a copy  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  also  of  2 cases  of  Membranous  Croup  which  occurred  about  the  same  time.  These 
diseases  contributed  2 deaths  each. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — 'There  have  been  6 cases — 5 in  August  and  September  and  1 in  Novem- 
ber. The  5 cases  occurred  in  one  house ; the  house  was  damp,  and  the  surroundings  not  in  a good  sanitary 
state.  Quite  close  to  the  house  was  a mistal,  where  cows  were  kept,  and  though  the  inmates  of  the 
house  used  the  town’s  water,  the  cows  were  supplied  from  a well  in  the  yard,  and  these  persons  were 
supplied  with  milk  from  the  cows.  The  well  water  was  sent  to  the  County  Analyst,  who  pronounced  it 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  The  well  has  since  been  filled  up.  In  the  other  case,  in  November,  there 
did  not  seem  to  be  anything  suspicious  to  cause  it,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  it  was  imported,  as  the 
person  came  here  not  well,  and  soon  developed  into  Typhoid  Fever.  No  deaths  occurred. 

ERYSIPELAS. — 7 Cases  have  been  notified.  I believe  none  of  these  cases  occurred  where  the 
sanitary  arrangements  were  defective,  and  were  all  simple  cases  ; no  deaths. 

INFLUENZA. — This  disease  again  made  its  appearance  towards  the  end  of  February  and 
continued  throughout  March.  There  were  a good  many  cases,  mostly  of  a mild  type,  though  two  deaths 
resulted,  but  both  were  in  feeble  persons. 

MEASLES. — In  October  and  November  there  was  an  outbreak  of  this  disease,  which  assumed 
an  epidemic  character.  So  far  as  I could  learn,  they  were  nearly  all  mild  cases.  This  disease  is 
utterly  unmanageable,  being  infectious  before  the  rash  appears,  and,  consequently,  the  sickening  child 
is  spreading  infection  among  its  class-mates  before  even  its  parents  know  what  is  the  matter.  Fortun- 
ately, there  were  no  deaths. 

DIARRHOEA. — We  had  a great  many  cases  in  August,  September,  and  October,  with  12 
deaths,  10  being  infants  and  2 quite  aged  persons. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL  and  SCAVENGING  are  carried  on  as  in  former  years,  the  privy 
midden  and  covered  ash-pits  being  chiefly  used.  These  are  cleansed  out  about  once  a month  by  your 
own  men,  who  are  constantly  at  work,  the  ashes  and  night-soil  being  carted  on  to  land. 

The  amount  of  this  work  done  is  shewn  by  1,243  ash-pits  having  been  emptied  and  2,770 
loads  of  night-soil  having  been  removed,  also  43  sumps  emptied,  and  263  loads  of  sewage  removed. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  and  MILKSHOPS. — There  are  35  of  these  and  2 Bakehouses, 
which  are  periodically  visited,  and  were  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — There  are  12  of  these,  being  one  more  than  last  year,  which  are 
kept  in  a fairly  good  state. 

CANAL  BOATS. — 27  of  these  have  been  inspected  whilst  passing  through  your  district,  as 
none  stop  here.  They  were  all  found  to  comply  with  the  regulations  concerning  them,  and  were  found  in 
a fair  and  passable  condition. 

NUIS  ANCES. — 21  Notices  have  been  served  regarding  deposit  of  ashpit  refuse,  defective 
drainage,  keeping  pigs  in  outbuildings,  and  accumulation  and  deposit  of  manure.  *20  were  abated  and 
1 not  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

NEW  SEWERAGE  SCHEME  EXTENSION  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS.— These  works  are 
now  fully  completed,  and  are  in  full  working  orderfor  the  purification  aud  disposal  of  the  sewage;  about 
7 acres  of  land  being  used  for  the  purpose.  40  drainage  connections  have  already  been  made  to  the  new 
main  sewers. 


NEW  BURIAL  GROUNDS. — The  boundary  walls  have  been  constructed  at  the  new  Ceme- 
tery, and  a caretaker’s  house  is  in  course  of  erection.  The  new  roads  and  footpaths  will  probably 
be  made  in  the  new  portion  this  summer. 

THE  SMOKE  NUISANCE. — This  has  been  taken  into  consideration  by  your  Council,  and 
notices  have  been  served  upon  the  various  mill  owners  in  your  district,  against  the  practice  of  emitting 
dense  volumes  of  smoke  from  their  chimneys,  which  have  had  a marked  effect 

SAMPLES  OF  MILK  have  been  taken  occasionally,  which  up  to  the  present  time  have  been 
found  of  good  quality. 

NEW  BUILDINGS,  &c. — During  the  year  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  by  you  of 
the  following  buildings,  viz.  : — New  houses,  40 ; new  school,  1 ; public  building,  l ; additions  and 
alterations  to  houses,  12  ; wooden  erections  and  out-offices,  3.  A new  causeway  has  been  also  laid  at 
Horbury  Bridge. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  respectfully, 


B . KEMP. 


Printed  at  the  “Herald”  Offices,  122,  Westgate,  Wakefield. 
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Smallpox  r.l  so  brok*  out  aimer t on  ctir  borders, 
but  fortunately  did  not  inv«..d«  our  district. 
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